
of the Ascension is the mo-
ment when the Lord 
claimed the kingship which 
he won by reigning as the 
suffering King from the 
Cross, and by vanquishing 
death and hell in the Res-
urrection. 

As we reach the end of the 
month of May, we move 
from the month of Our 
Lady to the month of the 
Sacred Heart. The forth-
coming ‘retreat’ days, in 
Pentecost week are going 
to be an invitation to learn, 
or be reminded, of the way 
we can come to know the 
Lord, Heart to heart. As I 
said in the homily last 
week, it is this real, inti-
ma te  and persona l 
knowledge of Jesus which 
is the mark of the true dis-
ciple. Make a note of the 
dates and try to come 
along to the evenings. 
Have a blessed week! 

On Thursday, this week, 
we will celebrate the Feast 
of the Ascension of the 
Lord, forty days after the 
Solemn Feast of Easter. 
Restored to its proper 
day—Thursday—it is a 
Holy Day of Obligation. 
So, I urge you to remem-
ber and to come and cele-
brate it at Holy Mass. 
Come, not because of the 
obligation, but because you 
are joyful to celebrate this 
amazing mystery of Jesus 
returning to heaven in his 
risen Body. It is the prom-

ise of our being able to go 
to heaven, so it really is 
something to celebrate. 

This week we have seen 
the political storm reach its 
height with the resignation 
of the Prime Minister. The 
way in which power and 
authority pass from one 
person to another, and 
how those who are sup-
porters one moment be-
come rivals the next, is a 
reminder that the true 
Kingdom is that of Christ. 
His kingship is not in 
doubt. In our age, there 
are many who do not bring 
their lives under the rule of 
Christ the King and prefer 
to make a pathway through 
life without him. We, 
however, should be firm in 
our faith, and joyful to 
know, that the authority of 
the Lord cannot come to 
an end, and that he does 
not abandon us. The Feast 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Mariana Paredes 

1618-1645 
St Mariana was the first 
saint of Ecuador. Even at 
her birth, there were 
strange signs that she was 
to be especially graced by 
God. One of eight, she was 
orphaned early in life, and 
raised by her elder sister. It 
was in there house that she 
started a life of seclusion 
prayer and penitence. She 

was like a hermit, though 
her spiritual life was cen-
tred around a local Jesuit 
church, and she was very 
in tune with the spirituality 
of the Order. She herself 
refused to enter a convent. 
She ate very little, and was 
sustained mostly by receiv-
ing Holy Communion daily 
each morning. She had 
great spiritual gifts includ-
ing ecstatic prayer.  
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Rev Fr Julian C Green 
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St Joseph’s Presbytery 
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Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
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Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 25th    6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 26th 9.00am    Holy Mass Denzil Hunter 

6th Sunday of Easter  11.00am   Holy Mass  Dennis & Bridget Culhane 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Monday 27th   St Aug-  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

ustine of Canterbury       

Tuesday 28th  9.15am    Holy Mass  Velma Rose 

Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   1.15pm  Requiem Mass Brian Wakefield RIP 

    2.15pm Rosary  

 8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 29th    6.30pm Holy Mass for the  Velma Rose 

DEDICATION OF 
CHURCHES 

    Vigil of the Feast  

Thursday 30th  9.30am   Holy Mass of the Feast People of the Parishes 

ASCENSION DAY 11.00am    Holy Mass of the Feast Julia Biggane 

Holy Day of Obligation   6.30pm  Holy Mass of the Feast Private Intention 

  7.30pm   Faith Formation Community 

Friday 31st   9.30am  Holy Mass  Special Intention 

Visitation of Our Lady    6.00pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Saturday 1st 10.30am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Maureen Boggins 

Sunday 2nd 9.00am    Holy Mass Mary Nixon 

7th Sunday of Easter  11.00am   Holy Mass Terry Chappell 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

   1.00pm  Baptism  

St Justin, Martyr  2.00pm   Wedding Service Simon Glover & Marissa Adams 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

PENTECOST NOVENA 
The Pentecost Novena begins on Friday, the day after Ascension, and goes through to Saturday, the Vigil of Pen-

tecost. It reminds us of how Our Lady joined with the Apostles in prayer awaiting the Holy Spirit. 
Holy Spirit, renew Your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost. Grant to Your Church that, being of 
one mind and steadfast in prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and following the lead of blessed Peter, it 

may advance the reign of our Divine Saviour, the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and peace. 
Amen. (Pope St John XXIII, 1962) 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
There will then be no Open House 
on 27th May, the Bank Holiday. The 
next Parish Priest’s Open House will 
be on Monday 3rd June from 6.30pm 
to 7.30pm. There will be no Open 
House on 10th June. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

English Martyrs: Billy Windle 
St John’s: Sharon Wood 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be at 
Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Rd, on 
Tuesday 18th June at 
10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on 9th June at Tall Oakes at 
3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Our partnership of parishes’ prayer 
group meets in order to pray for our 

parishes and their mission to our 
area, for our families and for the in-
tentions people ask us to pray for.  

The prayer group is on Tuesday eve-
nings, every other week so the next 
one will be on the 28th May at 8pm 

at English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. Eve-
ryone is welcome. IF YOU HAVE 
PRAYER REQUESTS please put a 
note of your prayer intention in the 
pink box at the back of any of our 

churches. 

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Friday 
7th June at St Joseph’s Goldenhill at 

7.00pm. All men welcome! 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Imogen Hope Rose Gwilt, who is 
being baptised at St John’s today. 

Sacraments of Initiation 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to James Martin Jeffrey Carter, who 
is being baptised and confirmed today 
at St John’s. 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Brian Wakefield. Requiem 
Mass for the repose of his soul will be 
offered at St John’s on Tuesday 28th 
May at 1.15pm, followed by commit-
tal at Tunstall cemetery. 

Requiescat in Pace 

faith formation 
community 

Faith Formation Community is the 
name of our weekly event, which 

brings people together who want to 
learn more about following Jesus. 

We gather in friendship, prayer and a 
desire to learn from the Word of 

God. 
Have you been on Alpha, or feel that 
you want to go deeper into the Faith 

and come to know Jesus better? 
Are you thinking about becoming a 

Catholic? 
Then the Faith Formation Communi-

ty is for you!  
From this week it will begin at 

7.30pm ending at 9pm. 
Come and join us! 

“Forming Intentional   
Disciples” 

Sherry Weddell, author of the inter-
nationally acclaimed book ‘Forming 
Intentional Disciples’ will be speak-
ing at Maryvale Institute, Birming-

ham,  on Monday 10th June at 7pm. 
Anyone wishing to go, transport will 
be available. Please speak to Fr Julian 

for bookings. 

pentecost ember 

days retreat 

 

 

 

at English Martyrs’ Biddulph 
Wednesday 12th to Friday 14th 

June 2019 
You are invited to our quarterly re-

treat evenings. This time they are tak-
ing place in Biddulph. You are invited 
to come together for a time of prayer 
and renewal in Faith on three eve-

nings, asking the Holy Spirit to come 
and deepen our relationship to the 

Lord. 

6.30pm Holy Mass 
7.00pm Eucharistic Adoration 

with guided prayer 
The theme of our retreat evenings 
is: Knowing Jesus, Heart to heart 

St Patrick’s Garden Party Each 
year we organise a garden party in 
the summer at St Patrick’s. As well as 
a fundraising event, it is also a great 
opportunity to come together and 
enjoy the garden, refreshments and 
the stalls which are organised. In or-
der to do this again this year, we 
need NEW HELPERS. We haven’t 
set the date yet, so please let Fr Julian 
know if you are a willing volunteer. 

Union of Catholic   
Mothers’ Holy Hour 

The Union of Catholic Mothers Holy 
Hour will be at St Joseph’s on 

Wednesday 19th June at 7.30pm.  

 

 

 

 

It will be a traditional Holy Hour 
with Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, devotions to the Sacred Heart 

and prayers for our families. 

All ladies from across the parishes are 
welcome to join in. Refreshments are 

served afterwards. 



KEY VERSE: "That they may all be one, as you, Father, are 
in me and I in you" ( v.21). 
TO KNOW: Jesus prayed for his disciples, and for all who 
would believe in him through their proclamation of the Gos-
pel. Jesus knew that there would be powerful forces at work 
to divide the Church. Arius, a priest from Alexandria 
(d.336), provoked the first great heresy claiming that Christ 
was not divine in the same sense that God the Father was. 
The Council of Nicea (325) taught that Christ was not creat-
ed but was "of the same substance” (Greek: homoousios), con-
substantial with the Father (as we pray in the Nicene Creed). 
To further our understanding of Christ's identity, the Church 
teaches that the One God exists in three equal persons—the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If the disciples found their unity 
in the Triune God, they would be authentic messengers of his 
life, death and resurrection. Love is the true sign of God's 
presence.  The Eucharistic banquet expresses this unity 
among believers. The table of the Lord is a foretaste of the 
oneness that we will one day experience with Christ when 
we behold the glory he shares with the Father. 
TO LOVE: What can I do today to bring unity to my family? 
TO SERVE: Risen Lord, help the Church to work for har-
mony among all peoples.  

FUNDRAISING  

Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£360.05, Non Gift Aid £204.44, 
Total £564.49. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£205.00, Non Gift Aid £196.80, 
Total £401.80. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£197.00, Non Gift Aid £133.90, 
Total £330.90.  

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.7 A Fell; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.3 B Cunningham; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.152 W Peacock. Monthly 
Draw:  1st Prize £75, No.131 E 
Bettany; 2nd Prize £50, No.6 M Ayl-
ward; 3rd Prize £25, No.180 C Tay-
lor. The monthly and quarterly subs 
are due next week. 

Second Collections Next week 
there will be a diocesan collection for 
Catholic Communications. 

Spring Fayre Thank you to every-
one who helped and supported the 
Biddulph & Packmoor spring fayre 
which raised £1460.95. Well done! 

Charity Fun Run Thankyou to 
everyone who sponsored Michael 
Maughan. The run was completed on 
the 7th April and he raised £200 for 
St Joseph’s Parish funds. 

John 17:20-26 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, I 
pray not only for these, but for  those also who through 
their words will believe in me. May they all be one. Fa-
ther, may they be one in us, as you are in me and I am in 
you, so that the world may believe it was you who sent  
me. I have given them the glory you gave to me, that they 
may be one as we are one. With me in them and you in 
me, may they be so completely one that the world will 
realise that it was you who sent me and that I have loved 
them as much as you loved me. Father, I want those you 
have given me to be with me where I am, so that they 
may always see the  glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world. Father, 
Righteous One, the world has not known you, but I have 
known you, and these have known that you have sent me. 
I have made your name known to them and will continue 
to make it known, so that the love with which you loved 
me may be in them, and so that I may be in them.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Hospital Chaplaincy If you or a 
relative are going into hospital, 
please notify the chaplain. For the 
Royal Stoke, please call 676400, or 
contact the Parish Office.  

Summer Camp at Alton Castle 
Children and young people aged 12 
to 18 are invited to take part in the 
annual summer camp at Alton Castle. 
The dates are 11th to 15th August. 
For details email beccy.roseman 
@kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk 

Pilgrimage to Harvington Hall 
The Area Pastoral Council are organ-
ising  transport to the annual pilgrim-
age to our Diocesan shrine the Eng-
lish Martyrs on Sunday 15th June. 
Details may be found at the back of 
Church. Apologies for the error on 
last week’s bulletin. The pilgrimage 
to Hednesford will be on Sunday 7th 
July. 

CAFOD Rally CAFOD are organis-
ing a rally in London about climate 
change, “The Time is Now” on 
Wednesday 26th June. If you are 
interested to go, there is a coach 
leaving Holy Trinity, Newcastle, 
departing at 7am. The cost of travel 
is £20. If you want to book or have 
more details please contact Phil May-
land on 660229. For more details 
about the rally look on the CAFOD 
webs i t e  ww w.ca fod.or g .uk/
campaign/climate/climate-lobby 
where you can also sign up for the 
rally. 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
23rd—30th August 2019 

Joe Walsh Tours (with whom we’ve 
arranged parish pilgrimages in the 

past) are organising a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes in August. Flights departing 
from Birmingham airport. 7 nights 

full board hotel accommodation. Full 
pilgrimage programme. Cost is £779 
based on two people sharing. £36 per 

night single room supplement. 
For bookings phone 0121 368 1335 
or email info@joewalshtours.co.uk 

Celebrate! is a Catholic Charismatic 
Conference for everyone: young and 
old, families and individuals. It takes 
place on 6th and 7th July at Oscott 
College. For more information and 
bookings please go to the website: 
www.celebrateconference.org and 
click on the Birmingham event. 

CAFOD Climate Petition There 
will be the opportunity to sign the 
CAFOD petition to the government 
to make climate change a priority, on 
the next two weekends. 


